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Text: 
Galatians 3:1 O foolish Galatians, who hath bewitched you, that ye should not obey the truth, 
before whose eyes Jesus Christ hath been evidently set forth, crucified among you? 2: This only 
would I learn of you, Received ye the Spirit by the works of the law, or by the hearing of faith? 
3: Are ye so foolish? having begun in the Spirit, are ye now made perfect by the flesh? 4: Have 
ye suffered so many things in vain? if it be yet in vain. 5: He therefore that ministereth to you the 
Spirit, and worketh miracles among you, doeth he it by the works of the law, or by the hearing of 
faith? 

Introduction 
In this chapter the apostle Paul will continue to defend the doctrine of justification by 
faith. He was concerned for the Galatian believers because they were being led astray by the 
Judaizers who were teaching a false gospel. These false teachers were teaching justification by 
works of the law. It is amazing how many Christians today are so gullible and easily 
pulled into teaching contrary to the Word of God. This is why I believe this study is so 
vital because like the Galatian believers, we are also susceptible to being led astray. All of us 
are capable of being pulled away from sound doctrine into false doctrine. We need to 
acknowledge that and guard ourselves against it.

The Galatians are being pulled away from the simple gospel by false additions of the Judaizers. 
So, in this section Paul reasons with Galatian believers by appealing to their own 
experience (3:1-5), to the Old Testament Scripture (3:6-14), to the Abraham’s 
covenant (3:15-18), to the purpose of the law (3:19-29), to the law’s temporary 
nature (4:1-11), and to allegory (4:21-31). 

This morning let’s look at the first five verses of chapter three where Paul asks the Galatian 
believers five questions to get them to think and to no longer be swayed by the false teaching 
and to bring them back to the simplicity of the gospel. So, let us consider these five questions, 
as you will see will also help us guard against being led astray in our faith. 

1. Who hath bewitched you? 
Galatians 3:1 O foolish Galatians, who hath bewitched you ... 
Paul begins this chapter with a strong rebuke and writes, “O foolish Galatians!” Here we 
see Paul’s deep disappointment and deep concern for the spiritual health and welfare of the 
Galatian believers. Paul was disappointed and upset with these Galatian Christians because they 
were listening to everyone that had to say. Now, in calling the Galatians foolish, Paul is not 



saying that the Galatians are lacking in IQ. They are not lacking in natural intelligence, but 
they are lacking in spiritual discernment and in obedience to the truth of the Gospel! They 
had not used their mind, for if they had they would never have allowed themselves to be led 
away from the truth of the Gospel. 

Then Paul goes on to ask, “who hath bewitched you, that ye should not obey the truth...?” The 
word “bewitched” means to charm, to fascinate in a misleading way. Who has cast a spell on 
you and brought you under their evil influence? Who has seduced you and manipulated 
you and pulled you away from what I taught you when I was there? In Paul’s mind, the only 
explanation for them to return to slavery of the law after being set free by Christ, is as if they 
under a spell of witchcraft. There’s no other good reason why they would have turned back to 
the captivity and weight of the Law. 

Isn’t that how we feel when we see maybe a friend or a church goer who grew up knowing the 
truth but drifted away from it. People who were taught solid Bible doctrine, yet now follow 
false teachings. Paul is feeling the same frustration that we feel when we see this happen. And 
so, he is going to try and reason with them.

Galatians 3:1 O foolish Galatians, who hath bewitched you, that ye should not obey the 
truth, before whose eyes Jesus Christ hath been evidently set forth, crucified among you?
This explains Paul’s frustration and indignation. Paul calls the Galatian believers foolish 
because they have been taught the truth of the gospel of Jesus Christ. The Galatians’ 
departure from the cross is so shocking to Paul because of what they already knew. Paul says of 
the Galatian believers, “before whose eyes Jesus Christ hath been evidently set forth, crucified 
among you.” The phrase “evidently set forth” is a phrase that translates the Greek word 
“prographô” from which we get our English word “graphic”. Graphics has to do 
with writing, diagram, and symbols. When Paul was with them, he painted to them Christ 
and His cross with his words. He painted Christ and His cross to them with his preaching. 
Christ was set before them, before their very eyes, not their physical eyes, but their eyes of 
understanding.  Wiersbe writes, “It was ‘Christ and Him crucified’ that Paul had preached in 
Galatia, and with such effectiveness that the people could almost see Jesus crucified for them on 
the cross.”

So, Paul begins by reminding them of what was preached to them when they were saved. Do not 
ever depart from that. 

2. How did you receive the Spirit? 
Galatians 3:2 This only would I learn of you, Received ye the Spirit by the works of the law, 
or by the hearing of faith?
Here Paul asks them a rhetorical question, which means the answer is obvious. Paul knows the 
answer, but he is asking this question because he wants the Galatian believers to think. He wants 
them to see the foolishness of their drifting from the truth of the Gospel that initially saved 
them! He writes, “Let me ask you this one question: Did you receive the Holy Spirit by trying to 



keep the Law or by believing the message of the Gospel?” He is basically asking them how 
were they saved—by works or by faith? Were you saved and indwelt by the Spirit, by the work 
of the law or by hearing with faith? Was it salvation by works, or was it salvation by faith? The 
answer is obvious, the Galatians have received the Holy Spirit in salvation not because they 
worked to achieve it but by grace alone, through faith alone, in Christ alone when they 
heard Paul preached the Gospel to them. The indwelling of the Holy Spirit came as a gift of 
grace through faith. Paul challenges them to remember how they were saved. He appeals to the 
Galatians’ own spiritual experience to argue salvation by faith.

Maxie Dunnam comments that “There could be no middle ground. The Spirit came either by 
hearing with faith, or by law. The Galatians had only one answer from their experience: the 
Spirit came by the hearing with faith.”

3. How are you sanctified? 
Galatians 3:3 Are ye so foolish? having begun in the Spirit, are ye now made perfect by the 
flesh?
Paul continues his argument with another rhetorical question to show the foolishness of 
listening to the Judaizers. Are you so foolish and so senseless? After beginning your new life 
spiritually with the Holy Spirit, are you now trying to reach maturity by human effort? The 
rhetorical question in verse 2 is about salvation, it’s about justification. Here in verse 3, the 
rhetorical question is about sanctification. How are we sanctified. How do we grow in 
maturity? Is it by human efforts or by relying on the Spirit of God? Again, the answer is 
obvious, we do not reach maturity by our own efforts through obedience to the law, but by 
relying on the one who began a good work in us. Philippians 1:6 Being confident of this very 
thing, that he which hath begun a good work in you will perform it until the day of Jesus 
Christ. It is foolish to believe that we could work out our sanctification by our own strength and 
by our own power. As someone has observed, “Paul’s argument is powerful. If a person has 
received salvation trusting in the crucified Christ, and received the Spirit the moment they 
believed and has the Spirit’s supernatural power working within, why would they now seek 
fleshly efforts (works, circumcision) in an attempt to please God or to merit His favor?” Paul’s 
point is clear, that salvation from beginning to end is grace alone.

Another preacher puts it this way, “There is a place for good works, but they must be “God 
works!” They must be John 15:5 works! In other words, the validity of good works in God’s sight 
depends on whose power they are done in and for whose glory. When they are done in the 
power of His Spirit and for His glory, they are beautiful and acceptable to Him. When they are 
done in the power of the flesh and for the sake of personal recognition or merit, they are rejected 
by Him.”

4. Have you suffered in vain? 
Galatians 3:4 Have ye suffered so many things in vain? if it be yet in vain.
Here is another rhetorical question to drive home the folly of reverting to salvation and 
sanctification by human efforts. The Galatians had suffered persecution, ridicule, and abuse 



when they came to know Christ. They are suffering because of the gospel. It was to the 
churches in Galatia that Paul said in Acts 14:22 Confirming the souls of the disciples, and 
exhorting them to continue in the faith, and that we must through much tribulation enter into 
the kingdom of God. The Galatians suffered greatly when they first received the gospel message 
that Paul preached. And so, Paul reminds them of the things that they suffered because of their 
faith in Christ. All of that suffering would have been in vain if they had turned away from 
the pure gospel to a perverted gospel of faith plus works. He is basically asking them, did they 
suffer all those troubles for nothing? Our text says, “if it be yet in vain”. This implies that it is 
hard for Paul to believe that the Galatians would abandon that very gospel that saved them and 
embrace the false teaching of the Judaizers. He expects better response from them. He hopes 
that the Galatians would come back to their senses and fully embrace the gospel of pure 
grace. 

5. On what basis did God perform miracles? 
Galatians 3:5 He therefore that ministereth to you the Spirit, and worketh miracles among 
you, doeth he it by the works of the law, or by the hearing of faith?
The Galatians had received the Holy Spirit and had seen Him do miraculous healings in their 
midst. So, Paul brings this up and asks them on what basis did God work miracles among 
them. By the works of the law or by the hearing of faith? God, Who graciously gave His Spirit 
to them and Who wrought mighty miracles among them, did He do so because they have 
obeyed the Law or because they have believed the Gospel? The answer is clear, those 
miracles did not happen because of their observance of the law. The miracles were not due to 
them, but due to God! Greg Allen writes, “Again, the conclusion is obvious. If God Himself did 
not empower them for the Christian life after their initial faith, or provide the necessary resources 
for them to live that life, on the basis of anything other than faith in God's grace; how could they 
believe they could go on to live that life by works of the law?” 

Closing Thoughts 
The Galatian believers had become foolish because they had allowed themselves to be pulled 
away from the truth to a lie. Hendriksen asks “is not everyone foolish who barters [exchanges] 
the truth of God for the lie of Satan, peace for unrest, assurance for doubt, joy for fear, and 
freedom for bondage?” To which I agree, in allowing the Judaizers to draw them away the from 
the pure gospel the Galatians have become foolishness, irrational, and senseless! The same thing 
can happen to us today, too. It would be senseless to allow Satan and the world deceive, distract, 
and lead us astray after having been saved by the grace of God, and having received the Holy 
Spirit, and having enjoyed freedom, joy, and peace in Christ. May we be committed to staying 
focused and faithful to the only one true gospel and to the only One Who paid in full for our 
salvation—the Lord Jesus Christ!

Let me close with C. H. Spurgeon’s quote, “It is great thing to begin the Christian life by 
believing good solid doctrine. Some people have received twenty different "gospels" in as many 
years; how many more they will accept before they get to their journey's end, it would be difficult 
to predict. I thank God that He early taught me the gospel, and I have been so perfectly satisfied 



with it, that I do not want to know any other. Constant change of creed is sure loss. If a tree has 
to be taken up two or three times a year, you will not need to build a very large loft in which to 
store the apples. When people are always shifting their doctrinal principles, they are not likely to 
bring forth much fruit to the glory of God. It is good for young believers to begin with a firm 
hold upon those great fundamental doctrines which the Lord has taught in His Word. Why, if I 
believed what some preach about the temporary, trumpery salvation which only lasts for a time, I 
would scarcely be at all grateful for it; but when I know that those whom God saves He saves 
with an everlasting salvation, when I know that He gives to them an everlasting righteousness, 
when I know that He settles them on an everlasting foundation of everlasting love, and that He 
will bring them to His everlasting kingdom, oh, then I do wonder, and I am astonished that such 
a blessing as this should ever have been given to me!” 

Let us believe this gospel. Let us love this gospel. Let us proclaim this gospel. Let us defend the 
gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ! Let us strive together for the faith of the gospel! 

AMEN! 


